Welcome to Year 3
· Staff in the classroom
· Mrs Rosamund Ashton and Mrs Dawn Scott (Class Teachers)

· Mrs Carol Kellock, (Teaching support; PPA Cover Teacher – Tuesday and Thursday afternoons) Mrs Kristine Warne, (Monday – Wednesday and Friday mornings), Mrs Elke Remm (Thursday mornings)(Teaching support)
· What is year 3 like?
· A ‘step up’ from year 2.

We were able to liaise closely with Miss Bachewich in the summer term so have had the benefit of a detailed handover of information from Year 2. However, moving up a key stage will be an adjustment for your children. The curriculum becomes more demanding as it builds on the foundations laid down in key stage 1, introduces new concepts and learning strategies, and encourages children to draw on and develop a broad range of skills and ways of thinking. 
We have high expectations of children throughout the school. This is emphasised in KS2 in terms of the children being expected to set an example to those younger than themselves (for example when reading with Reception class) and being encouraged to work and act with greater independence.

The school day and timetable are also different, which can feel like quite a big change to get used to at first.
Some of the things that are different in KS2 -

*A slightly longer school day, finishing at 3:30pm
 *Morning playtime is at 10:45am with the rest of KS2

*A different system for the end of play
*Children need to bring in their own fruit for morning snack
*Children no longer have an afternoon play (though we do include a “Buzz Time” in the afternoon) 
*Children will begin to learn the recorder

* Children will begin to learn French
*Children are able to join choir and orchestra
*Year 3 present the school Harvest Festival (Monday 8th October pm)
*Year 3 sort the school post box at Christmas

· Routines and timetables 
Topics covered will be: Castles; A different place (Inverness); Mighty mountains; Stone Age to Iron Age; The history of our school; Habitats. We have a visit arranged to Hedingham castle on 25th September and one to Wandlebury on March 27th 2019. 
There will be 2 class assemblies, the first of which will be later this term comprising a short assembly piece and a briefing. 
 -   At the start of the day:  Children are expected to put their book-bags on their pegs (fruit in the book bag), enter the classroom sensibly, and work quietly on their “morning challenge” while the register is taken.

· At the end of the day: For the first few weeks of term we will be escorting your children outside and remaining with them until they have seen you. As term goes on and they become more confident, we will allow them to find you without needing to report to us, although we do expect them to come back to alert us if you have not yet arrived.
Please record any different “Going home” arrangements on the whiteboard on the classroom door and please remember to call the office and let them know if arrangements change during the school day.
· Reading: Every morning we have a ‘Reading Carousel’ for 30 minutes, where your child has the opportunity to read with an adult up to 3 times a week and engage with a range of reading materials throughout the week. They will read once a fortnight in the library with Mrs Remm/Mrs Warne when they will have the opportunity to change their books; once with a parent helper; and once as part of a guided reading session with their class teacher (the learning focus for this will be stuck in their reading logs). Thank you very much to those parents who have already volunteered to help with this.

*When your child has finished their reading book, it will be changed in accordance with our Reading Carousel. The focus in KSII is much more on inference, deduction and prediction, so when reading with your child, please try to ask questions to assist and check their understanding. Moving through the book bands will now be much more based on levels of comprehension than on decoding. Reading colour band expectations will be stuck in the reading record which should help with understanding of the requirements of each level.
*As the half term progresses, this will change slightly as Year 3 begin to read with Reception children. 
-   
Fruit time: In Year 3 children are expected to bring their own fruit. Fruit is generally eaten during morning play.
-    PE Kit: Children should have their named PE kit in school throughout the week,     including: 
A pair of socks
  A change of footwear, 
  Blue shorts and their house t- shirt or a white t-shirt 
  Warm clothes, for example a tracksuit or leggings and a sweatshirt (not a school sweatshirt).
 No jewellery – ear studs will be covered with micro-pore tape, 
 Hair ties so that long hair can be tied back.
 Year 3 PE days are Monday and Thursday.
Baking: This should hopefully be a weekly activity, our slot being 9.45 on Thursday morning – all ingredients are provided in our lovely kitchen adjacent to the classroom. Volunteers please!
· Rewards and encouragement
Alongside the reward systems that you will be used to (eg house points chart and the Headteacher’s award), there are also some classroom based rewards specific to Year 3.

· Star of the day: The children take turns to be the star of the day. To encourage the children to get into the habit of being considerate of others, members of the class are encouraged to comment on positive behaviour they have experienced from another member of the class and these comments are used to choose the star of the day for the following day.
· Table points: Tables are awarded points based on the tidiness of their table, their ability to line up and exit the carpet sensibly, and how well they get on with their work and/or behave. Each week there will be a “Star” table which will display an extra symbol.
· Marbles: These will be awarded by the classroom monitor according to how tidy the cloakroom is and by class teachers as a whole class reward. The amount of golden time allowed on Friday will depend on the marble tally!
· Homework
The children will be expected to read at home for 10 minutes on a daily basis and, hopefully, to practise their recorder playing at least four times a week in accordance with the pieces learnt in the lesson.  
Spellings will be sent home on a Friday and tested on a Monday. The Times tables that we focus on are 2,3,4,5,8,10. 
· Communication
As a policy, Shelford School prefers face to face contact or communication over the phone, not email, though email sent to the office will be forwarded to us. The time prior to the start of the school day is a busy time for class teachers; we will be outside at the end of every school day if you wish to discuss anything, and we will endeavour to keep you informed of anything significant that has happened with your child during the day. 

Should you wish to discuss anything at greater length please speak to us to arrange a suitable time.

Thank you for coming; we look forward to a great year of teaching and learning!

Rosamund Ashton and Dawn Scott

